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CHILDREN’S WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Youth) [2.12 pm]:  This week is Children’s Week right 
around Australia.  I had the privilege of officially opening Children’s Week on Sunday, 22 October, with a 
Family FunSafe Day at Whiteman Park.  The day was a wonderful opportunity for families to get together in a 
relaxed outdoor environment and to meet new people, find out about community services and enjoy the lively 
entertainment on offer. 

Children’s Week is coordinated by the Children’s Week Council of Australia, and a diverse range of events and 
activities are organised at national, state and territory levels.  The activities focus on the needs and achievements 
of children and promote these to the community.  Children’s Week evolved from the United Nations proclaiming 
Universal Children’s Day as a day for promoting friendship among children and the ideals of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.  Since 1996 the permanent theme of Children’s Week has been “a caring world shares”.  
This is a most fitting theme, as we must continually strive to instil in our children civic mindedness and a sense 
of connectedness to our community, not only locally and nationally, but also globally. 

Meerilinga Young Children’s Foundation has been the convenor of Children’s Week for 21 years and is the 
secretariat for the Children’s Week Council of Australia for 2006 and 2007.  For the third consecutive year the 
Office for Children and Youth has worked closely with the Meerilinga Young Children’s Foundation.  On 
Universal Children’s Day, which will be celebrated this Wednesday, 25 October, the Office for Children and 
Youth will present the Children’s Week Awards of Recognition 2006.  The awards celebrate the achievements of 
children and acknowledge the valuable contribution they make to their communities.  It is also an opportunity for 
children to showcase their talents, skills and abilities.  The awards also recognise adults who have assisted 
children to reach their potential, and members of the media who have promoted positive childhoods in Western 
Australia.  This year the awards have expanded to include six categories.  The four children’s categories are the 
Caring for the Earth Award, the Caring for People Award, the Caring for Myself Award and the Children’s 
Week Art Award.  The adult categories are the Award of Recognition and the Media Award.  Children’s Week 
will conclude with a free Children’s Multicultural Festival at Hyde Park on Sunday, 29 October 2006.  I urge all 
members to promote the importance of positive childhood in their respective electorates and to get involved in 
celebrating Children’s Week. 
 


